THE DIVINE TEACHER

is unknown to the actors in it, known onlv to the
incarnate Godhead who guides it all from behind the
veil of his unfathomable mind of knowled^J: the
occasion is the violent crisis of that work and struggle
at the moment when the anguish and moral difficult
and blind violence of its apparent movements forces
itself with the shock of a visible revelation on the
mind of its representative man and raises the whole
question of the meaning of God in the world and the
goal and drift and sense of human life and conduct.

India has from ancient times held strongly a belief
in the reality of the Avatar, the descent into form,
the revelation of the Godhead in humanity. In the
West this belief has never really stamped itself upon
the mind because it has been presented through
exoteric Christianity as a theological dogma without
any roots in the reason and general consciousness and
attitude towards life. But in India it has grown up
and persisted as a logical outcome of the Vedantic view
of life and taken firm root in the consciousness of the
race. All existence is a manifestation of God because
He is the only existence and nothing can be except
as cither a real figuring or else a figment of that one
reality. Therefore every conscious being is in part
or in some way a descent of the Infinite into the
apparent finitcness of name and form. But it is a
veiled manifestation and there is a gradation between
the supreme being1 of the Divine and the consciousness
shrouded partly or wholly by ignorance of self in the

1 pam bhava.
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